














Planning and Urban Design Standards  (continued from page 3)

the actual transportation process and
the chronic shortfall in transportation
funding, a shortfall that is projected to
become even greater in the next de-
cades. A contribution from the City of
Grand Rapids, Michigan (p. 30), dem-
onstrates how transportation planners
identify street elements to be used in
the Grand Rapids Transportation Plan.
However, there is no information about
the time horizon of the Grand Rapids
plan, existing versus planned streets,
and if the city has planned any imple-
mentation strategies. The graphic does
contribute names of the road system in
map form.

Residential development is mentioned
in several places in Planning and Urban
Design Standards, but when | looked up
the term “entitlement,” | found no
entry in the index. Entitlements are the
rights integral to a parcel of land. Since
developers start with land and its infra-
structure, entitlements are key to mak-
ing investment decisions. Zoning has
traditionally been used to regulate de-
velopment, primarily by assigning land
parcels a single land use designation and
identifying what entitlement comes
with each parcel. This is changing, but
that is the tradition.

New ways of planning are discussed. To
its credit, Planning and Urban Design
Standards has a section on “Innovations
in Local Regulations” (p. 601) that
identifies techniques used to encourage
flexibility such as a “Unified Develop-
ment Code,” or specific development
outcomes such as “Inclusionary Zon-
ing” for affordable housing.

But my technique of testing Planning
and Urban Design Standards may be
quite the wrong way of judging. When
I read Scientific American, | love almost
every article except those in my own

field. The articles on planning or ar-
chitecture seem watered down, and
not specific, critical, or thorough
enough. | feel the same way about
Planning and Urban Design Standards.
I love all the information on wetlands,
water treatment, and remote sensing
about which I know very little. But
when | read the transportation sec-
tions, | wonder how the authors, the
specialists, and the editors could possi-
bly leave out the Build-Operate-Trans-
fer system used globally to fund
transportation, including in our neigh-
bor Canada. And how should we criti-
cally understand the section on New
Urbanism (which is neither new nor
urban)? The movement has spawned
white middle class suburbs. Has any-
one counted the number of folks walk-
ing to their rail line, where there
actually are rail lines?

So, what do | really think about Plan-
ning and Urban Design Standards? | say
again, this is an important book. This
is the first edition. It will change. Ar-
chitectural Graphic Standards, the
mother of all design standards, came
out in 1932, beloved immediately by
professionals and students alike. How-
ever, the second edition (1938) had 25
percent more content to address all the
changes, additions, and clarifications
received from its readers. | bought this
reference book and look forward to the
next editions.
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Answer to “Where in the world”: English Bay, Vancouver BC.
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