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Planning tools for environmental,
economic, and social sustainability
Connie Galambos, Regional Sustainability
Initiative Coordinator, Redefining Progress

Redefining Progress (RP) is a nonprofit orga-
nization founded in 1994 to lay a foundation
for a new vision of progress—one encompass-
ing environmental vitality, economic
strength, and social justice. For hundreds of
local, state, national, and international advo-
cacy groups, governments, foundations,
grassroots movements, and businesses, RP
has created a fresh and solid base for the
work of sustainability. With offices in
Washington, D.C., and Oakland, RP has
developed groundbreaking indicators and
policies to advance sustainability at all levels
of government.

RP may be best
known for its
two sustainability
indicators: the
Ecological Foot-
print (EF) and

the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI). EF
measures the amount of renewable and non-
renewable ecologically productive land area
required to support the resource demands
and absorb the wastes of a nation, region, or
city. GPI, with adjustments for income in-
equality, environmental degradation, deple-
tion of non-renewable resources, and
expenditures that are purely “defensive” in
nature—such as those needed to clean up toxic
waste—provides a more realistic measure of
progress than the nationally accepted gross
domestic product.

At the city and regional scale, debates over
what, how much, and where to develop,
along with what form development should
take, are highly politicized. To meet a need
for impartial analysis, RP developed its Sce-
narios for Sustainability (S2) toolkit, which
adapts the EF and GPI to a local level.

S2 provides decision makers with quantita-
tive information about the degree to which
alternative planning and policy options
achieve environmental, economic, and social
sustainability objectives. S2 identifies direct
ecological impacts, such as habitat loss and
air pollution, as well as indirect impacts
arising from unsustainable consumption. It
also quantifies economic externalities associ-
ated with longer commutes, air pollution,
loss of farmland, and water pollution.

Three recent applications, summarized be-
low, demonstrate S2’s usefulness in a variety
of urban planning settings:

Mature business park. The Hacienda Busi-
ness Park, located in Pleasanton, reached its
limits for business-related uses. However, it
offered additional space, infrastructure ca-
pacity, and a prime location near the transit
line. RP conducted an S2 analysis to evaluate
the impacts of housing alternatives in the
City of Pleasanton’s new General Plan, com-
paring economic and ecological impacts of
accommodating housing within the business
park (transit-oriented development) as op-
posed to outlying locations or other infill
farther from transit. The analysis quantified
many benefits associated with transit-ori-
ented development including significant
reductions in gasoline consumption, cost of
time spent commuting, and air pollution, in
addition to determining that the negative
impacts of sprawl would fall disproportion-
ately on the poor.

Greenfield planned development. Coyote
Valley, a mostly undeveloped tract of agri-
cultural land just south of San José, is the
site of the San Francisco Bay Area’s largest
development proposal: a projected 70,000-
80,000 people, 50,000 jobs, and at least
25,000 homes. RP’s S2 analysis compared
two preliminary development scenarios: the

At the city and regional scale, debates
over what, how much, and where to
develop… are highly politicized.
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n January 7, the Northern Section Board held its annual Retreat to
discuss projects and goals for 2006. Even though we had lots of rain in
December and major intersections were flooded, we were able to meet at
Ladd Miyasaki’s farmhouse in Sonoma as scheduled. Turnout was great,
with 18 Board members attending. Much appreciation goes to Ladd for
hosting and to George Williamson for traveling the farthest—over four
hours each way! As a Section, we accomplished much in 2005, and we look
forward to more progress in 2006.

The election ballots have been counted. Congratulations to Juan Borrelli
and to Jeff Baker on becoming Director Elect and Treasurer, respectively.
All other vacant (non-elected) positions have been filled, so we currently
have a full Board. Alex Amoroso and Mark Rhoades accepted appointments
as our new Awards Program Directors. Darcy Kremin moves over from one
of the East Bay RACs to become the Professional Development Director.

Our Section stretches from the Oregon border to Monterey—a distance of
over 500 miles! Thus we have a large and diverse Section Board, with dedi-
cated planners from all over Northern California. We have urban planners
(public and private) as well as rural planners. Planners from various ethnic
and social backgrounds serve on the Board. And as part of a continuing
effort to be more inclusionary, we are pleased to be part of the Latinos and
Planning: Northern California Dialog on Saturday, February 4.

I was recently reminded of a quote from the movie Spiderman 2 in which
Peter Parker’s professor said “planning is not a major at this university.”
Congratulations to both San Jose State University and U.C. Berkeley—where
planning is a major—on being reaccredited for five additional years by the
Planning Accreditation Board. But many other California colleges and uni-
versities offer planning courses and programs. As a Board, we hope to reach
out more this year to all schools that offer planning and to focus on getting
students familiar with APA. We are proud to be the only California Section
to plan for and to host the APA Student Planning Conference.

The third APA Student Planning Conference, “Striking the Balance: Hous-
ing & Economic Development,” will be held Friday afternoon, February
10, at San Jose State University. Keynote speakers William Fulton and Paul
Shigley will discuss current planning trends in California. Breakout sessions
include “Fiscalization of Land Use: Is Housing Really a Losing Proposi-
tion?”, “High-rise Housing: Where, Why, When, How”, and “Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Strategies.” Even though it is organized and labeled as a
Student Planning Conference, it is open to all. For further information,
http://www2.sjsu.edu/urbanplanning/SJSU/UPC/Calendar/2006/02-APASPC/index.htm.
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Mother Goose, FAICP, Fellow, Avian Institute of Countryside Poets
Gisèle Sorensen; Anne Burns, AICP; Wendy Cosin, AICP; and Steve Ross, AICP

THE ITSY BITSY SPIDER
(WENDY COSIN)

The itsy bitsy spider climbed up the
water spout,

Down came the rain and washed the
spider out,

This is a very serious problem because

National Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System

(NPDES) requirements prohibit water
spouts.

JACK AND JILL 1
(GISÈLE SORENSEN)

Jack and Jill went up the hill to fetch a
pail of water.

The toxics guys said that’s not wise

And closed down the well.

JACK AND JILL 2 (STEVE ROSS)

Jack and Jill went up the hill,

To fetch a pail of water;

Jack fell down, and broke his crown,

And Jill came tumbling after.

Jill decided that the hill was a hazard,

And not ADA-compliant;

So off Jill went, and hired a lawyer.

They sued the city to grade a safe ramp
to the well,

But then the well was Landmarked!
Oh, well!

LITTLE BO-PEEP
(WENDY COSIN)

Little Bo-Peep has lost her sheep,

And can’t tell where to find them;

Leave them alone, and they’ll come
home,

But there better not be more of them
than allowed by the zoning ordinance.

MARY, MARY, QUITE CONTRARY
(WENDY COSIN)

Mary, Mary, quite contrary,

How does your garden grow?

Probably not that well,

Now that there is a five-story

Apartment building next door.

PAT-A-CAKE, PAT-A-CAKE
(ANNE BURNS)

Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake,

Baker’s man!

Bake me a cake ...

Wait; is that a conforming use in this
district?

RIDE A COCK HORSE
(GISÈLE SORENSEN)

Ride a cock horse to Banbury Cross

To see a fine lady upon a white horse.

With rings on her fingers and bells on
her toes,

She shall make music wherever she goes.

But only in accordance with the city
noise ordinance,

And providing she first obtains a special
events permit.

THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN
(WENDY COSIN)

There was an old woman who lived in a
shoe.

She had so many children, she didn’t
know what to do.

She applied for a use permit to make
her shoe larger.

But the zoning adjustment board said
“no,”

And made the following findings:

The shoe is too close to a creek, and

The expansion would block views from
neighboring shoes.

ired of dealing with children and
childish adults, and ever concerned
about the environment, Mother Goose
went back to school and earned a plan-
ning degree. She did marvelously in the
field, her succinct council reports win-
ning doubters over to her recommenda-
tions. Buoyed by success, M. Goose
revamped many of her nursery rhymes.
Following are previously unpublished,
updated versions of her old classics,
along with the names of her assistants.

HICKORY, DICKORY, DOCK
(ANNE BURNS)

Hickory, dickory, dock;

The mouse ran up the clock;

Wait a minute ...

Where’s the Certificate of Occupancy?

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT
(WENDY COSIN)

This is the house that Jack built (with-
out permits).

This is the notice of violation that was

Posted on the house that Jack built
without permits.

This is the use permit application that
was filed in response to

The notice of violation that was

Posted on the house that Jack built
without permits.

This is the letter from the neighbors

Opposing the use permit application

That was filed in response to

The notice of violation that was

Posted on the house that Jack built
without permits.
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7 SB 18 Tribal Consultation Training Session at Robinson Rancheria,
Nice, CA. RSVP by Feb. 1 to Cuauhtemoc Gonzalez via email at
cuauhtemoc.gonzalez@opr.ca.gov or by telephone at (916) 445-0613.

10 3rd California Student Conference at San Jose State University,
cosponsored by Northern Section. Contact Katja Irvin at (408) 286-5354
or abelha@attglobal.net for details.

13 2nd Annual Seminar NEPA, The Fairmount, San Francisco.
Register online at www.cle.com or call (800) 873-7130.

23 First Early Registration Deadline for 2006 APA National Conference

March

1 Registration Deadline for May AICP Exam

2 Northern Section Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m. Location to be announced.

23 Second Early Registration Deadline for 2006 APA National Conference

April

20–23 31st Annual California Preservation Conference by California
Preservation Foundation, Sacramento.
Visit www.californiapreservation.org for details.

22–26 APA 2006 National Planning Conference in San Antonio, Texas.
Visit www.planning.org/2006conference for information.



Holiday P
arty

Over 170 attend holiday party
Fluid Ultra Lounge in San Francisco was the scene of the annual
Northern Section APA holiday party on December 2, 2005. The
event, co-hosted with the San Francisco Chapter of the Associa-
tion of Environmental Professionals (AEP), mixed delicious food,
assorted drinks, interesting people, and a great DJ.

The sponsors wish to thank all who so graciously donated their
time and effort to planning the party. An especially big “thank
you” goes to Charity Wagner for organizing the event. She did a
fantastic job, and all who attended really appreciated her efforts.
Thanks, too, to those firms who graciously donated prizes to
benefit the California Planning Foundation Scholarship Fund
raffle:

DC&E, Berkeley
Design Community & Environment provides a wide range
of planning and design services including environmental and
visual impact analysis, urban design, and land use planning.

EDAW, Inc., San Francisco
EDAW provides landscape architecture, planning, and
environmental services throughout the United States and
abroad.

LSA Associates, Inc., Berkeley
LSA Associates is a full-service consulting firm providing
environmental, transportation, and community planning
services.

Morrison Foerster, Walnut Creek
With over 19 offices around the world, Morrison Forester is
distinguished by its unsurpassed expertise in finance, life
sciences, technology, and its legendary litigation skills.

NSCCAPA
Northern Section, California Chapter of the American
Planning Association, is the publisher of this newsletter.

PMC, Pacific Municipal Consultants, Oakland
PMC is a multi-disciplinary consulting firm providing a full
range of environmental, planning, and municipal services.

RBF Consulting, Walnut Creek
RBF is a full-service firm providing consulting services for
planning, design, and construction.

Square One Productions, San Francisco
Square One Productions helps clients achieve their urban
planning and educational objectives by providing
communication tools such as 3D visual simulations and
video.

Winzler & Kelly, Consulting and Engineering, Santa Rosa
Winzler & Kelly delivers exceptional engineering,
environmental, and related services with integrity and personal
attention, for every client, on every project, every day.
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A. Kari Holmgren and Rebecca Atkinson
B. 2005 Holiday Party event coordinator Charity Wagner, NSCCAPA treasurer

 Jeff Baker, and website director Pierce Macdonald
C. Deborah Diamond, City of Emeryville
D. NSCCAPA director Hing Wong and Holiday Party co-chair Charity Wagner
E. Ed Schreiner, Rebekah Ross, Jean Lin (City of Mountain View), and NSCCAPA

 director elect Juan Borrelli
F. NSCCAPA director Hing Wong and AEP chapter director Joan Douglas
G. Dennis Carrington, Joanna Jensen, and Morty Prisament
H. Margaret Kavanaugh-Lynch, PMC Oakland
J. Terry Kremin and NSCCAPA professional development director Darcy Kremin

MORE HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS CAN BE SEEN ON THE WEB: www.norcalapa.org




