Calling card advertisements support the
Northern News. For more information on
placing a calling card announcement and
to receive format specifications,
confact:
Hannah Young, Advertising Director,
(510) 540-7331,
hannah.young @lsa-assoc.com.

The “Care and Feeding” of Planning Commissioners
(continued from previous page)

the job well. It includes training, information dissemination,
and education on a wide variety of planning subjects
and ethics.

It is vital that Commissioners understand that their role
is important and that decisions are to be taken seriously, with
thoughtful preparedness, open public hearing, and a clear
understanding that there are legal implications of those
decisions. In return, reliable attendance, preparedness and
fair-mindedness, along with an unbiased and respectful
approach in the planning process are expected. The “care
and feeding” helps inspire continued enthusiasm and
commitment of volunteerism which, in turn, provides
knowledgeable, experienced and respected Commissioners.

New Tentative Order on storm water
runoff released for public review
By Laura Prickett, AICP

n December 4, the San Francisco Bay Regional

Water Quality Control Board released for public
review a Municipal Regional Permit (MRP) Tentative Order
that will apply to about 80 municipalities and flood control
agencies in the San Francisco Bay Region. Municipalities
subject to the order are generally in the more urbanized areas.
They are all currently subject to countywide, individual or
shared Phase I National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permits, which allow them to discharge
storm water from municipal storm drains into local waterways.
(The permit does not apply to the City and County of San
Francisco, or any other jurisdiction where storm water and
wastewater are mingled in a combined sewer system).

The MRP proposes to be somewhat more stringent than
the existing requirements. Storm water runoff from urbanized
areas is the largest source of water pollution in California.
Reissuing municipal storm water permits allows the Water
Board to introduce new provisions in order to solve this
problem. Current Bay Area Phase | NPDES permits require
long-term, onsite water quality treatment of storm water for
projects that create and/or replace 10,000 square feet or more
of impervious surface (with some opportunity for offsite

(continued on next page)
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JOBS

ASIAN NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN
Community Planning Director

Asian Neighborhood Design (AND, www.andnet.org )
seeks a talented and community-minded individual
to become our Community Planning Director (CPD).
AND has been providing planning technical assis-
tance to community organizations and advocates in
San Francisco neighborhoods for several years, and
has conducted significant policy and research work
related to planning, housing, and land use issues.

The CPD will be responsible for direction of all
community planning projects within AND, managing
program staff including coordination with architecture
principals on utilization of staff skills in design and
geographic information systems (GIS); and being

the primary communicator and liaison for AND to
community organizations, advocates, city agencies
and policymakers on planning and policy issues.

The CPD will work with community organizations and
staff to identify program needs and sources of funds.

We are looking for candidates with experience in
the field of planning and/or architecture, program
management, and a commitment to social justice
and to underserved communities. He/she will have
excellent communications, organizational, and
analytical skills, understanding of the applied use
of GIS, and knowledge of community benefits, San
Francisco policy issues, and the ability to work with
diverse populations.

For a full job description, e-mail Lilia Arellano,
HR Manager: larellano@andnet.org
or call (415) 575-0423 x204.

DESIGN, COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT
Digital Services Manager

Design, Community & Environment (DC&E) is hiring
an associate- or senior associate-level employee to
oversee and manage all digital planning work within
the firm, with particular emphasis on the areas of
Geographic Information Systems (GIS); digital
participation tools such as PLACE3S, Index

and CommunityViz; and visual simulations and
fly-throughs.

(continued on next page)

New Tentative Order on storm water runoff released
for pu blic review (continued Jfrom previous page)

solutions where onsite treatment is impracticable). Among
the provisions in the Tentative Order is a future reduction,
in 2010, of the threshold for storm water treatment from
10,000 square feet to 5,000 square feet for auto service
facilities, retail gasoline outlets, restaurants, and parking lots.
The Tentative Order may be viewed at
www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/mrp.htm

Written comments are due to the Regional Water Board
by February 1, and there will be a public hearing to take
comments on February 13. A subsequent hearing will be
scheduled to adopt the MRP.

Laura Prickett, AICP, is a Senior Planner with the consulting
firm EOA, Inc., where she assists municipalities and countywide
storm water programs in complying with municipal storm water
permit requirements.

US Climate Change Science Program
repor’r By Scott Sjulin

The U.S. Climate Change Science Program
(http://www.climatescience.gov/) is a federally sponsored
think tank that conducts research on global warming, carbon
emissions, and climate change. The program has published
some very powerful reports on the current state of our
environment, including the recent “North American Carbon
Budget and Implications for the Global Carbon Cycle”
(report released November 13, 2007).

The Carbon Budget analyzes North American carbon emis-
sions in “balance sheet” form: “Sources” of carbon (electricity
generation, auto emissions, etc.) are on the positive ledger
while “sinks” of carbon (vegetation, etc.) are on the negative
ledger. The idea is that “sinks” will outpace “sources” and total
net carbon emissions will be reduced. However, the report
shows this is clearly not the case, as net carbon emissions
contributed by North America alone have skyrocketed at an
alarming rate, especially in the past three years.

The report contains very pertinent and useful information,
but has been largely ignored outside of academic and intellec-
tual circles. The main report page is http://www.climate
science.gov/Library/sap/sap2-2/final-report/default.htm

(continued on next page)
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JOBS (continued from previous page)

DESIGN, COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT
Digital Services Manager (Continued)

The Digital Services Manager’s responsibilities will
fall into five general categories:

(1) Oversight of design and production of GIS
products and maps, gaming exercises, visual
simulations and fly-throughs.

(2) Training and mentoring of DC&E staff in GIS,
digital participation techniques and software.

(3) Oversight in resolving problems and conflicts in
GIS and related digital software and procedures.

(4) Data management: locating, evaluating and
documenting additions to DC&E’s GIS basemap
data library and visual simulation toolkit, and
ensuring proper metadata documentation of all
data layers and digital components.

(5) Marketing of DC&E’s digital service capabilities
to prospective.

DC&E is a fast-paced planning and design firm
with a staff of 45, whose work includes the
preparation of general plans, specific plans and
Environmental Impact Reports in addition to signifi-
cant public participation projects and detailed urban
design studies. The selected candidate will assist
with the digital aspects of projects in each of the
firm's five professional disciplines: comprehensive
planning, urban design, environmental review,
transportation planning, and, to a lesser extent,
landscape architecture.

Over time, we hope that digital services will become
a stand-alone service area with its own client base.
Applicants with experience or interest in developing
digital services and products as stand-alone areas of
work are therefore especially encouraged to apply.

Applicants for this position should have extensive
experience in the management of computer hard-
ware, ESRI GIS software and vector and raster-based
data layers, digital participation tools and visual
simulations. The ideal candidate will be conversant
in both digital services and urban planning, and will
work well with colleagues possessing varying degrees
of expertise in GIS and other digital services.

(continued on next page)

US Climate Change Science Program report
(continued from previous page)

Readers can view the summary version of the report, and then,
if interested, read the full report (or sections of interest). Link
to the summary is: http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/sap/
sap2-2/final-report/sap2-2-final-es.pdf

[ attended a forum on the report, sponsored jointly by the
Cornell University Entrepreneur Network and NASA,
Mountain View. If you would like to learn more about that
forum, please contact me at scott.sjulin@gmail.com.

McKinsey report: Reducing US GHG—
How much at what cost?

http://www.mckinsey.com/clientservice/ccsi/greenhousegas.asp

November 29, 2007.

In 2007, McKinsey & Company worked with leading compa-
nies, industry experts, academics, and environmental NGOs to
estimate the costs and potentials of different options to reduce
or prevent Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions in the US
through 2030. The research team examined where and how
emissions reductions can best be achieved, at what costs, and
over what period. More than 250 options were analyzed,
encompassing efficiency gains, shifts to lower-carbon energy
sources, and expanded carbon sinks.

The central conclusion was that the US could reduce GHG
emissions by one-third to one-half by 2030 using tested
approaches and high-potential emerging technologies. Marginal
costs would be less than $50 per ton, but achieving GHG
reductions at the lowest cost to the economy will require early,
strong, coordinated, economy-wide action.

Read the executive summary (PDF - 460 KB)
http://www.mckinsey.com/clientservice/ccsi/pdf/
Greenhouse_Gas_Emissions_Executive_Summary.pdf

Read the full report (PDF - 4.11 MB)
http://www.mckinsey.com/clientservice/ccsi/pdf/
US_ghg_final_report.pdf

Answer to “Where in the world?” (page 9)
Prague, Czech Republic: Old Town Square and Tyn Church
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JOBS (continued from previous page)

DESIGN, COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT
Digital Services Manager (Continued)

DC&E offers an excellent package of benefits and
competitive salaries. Salary for this position will be
commensurate with the selected candidate’s qualifica-
tions, in the range of $65,000 to $95,000 per year.
DC&E is an equal opportunity employer and
encourages candidates with diverse backgrounds.

Qualified candidates are encouraged to contact us by
phone, or to e-mail a résumé and cover letter to

steve@dceplanning.com
or fax to (510) 848-4315

RBF CONSULTING

Since 1944, RBF Consulting’s reputation and success
have been founded on a commitment to quality, pro-
fessionalism and continuing innovation. Our 1,000+
member firm provides planning and civil engineering
services in 15 offices throughout California, Arizona,
and Nevada and fosters an enthusiastic, active and
collaborative environment and nurturing culture. As
part of the RBF team, you will be involved in a variety
of innovative and high profile projects in redevelop-
ment/infill; base reuse; downtown revitalization; urban
design; landscape architecture; brown/gray/green
field development; and green/sustainable practices.

We are currently seeking qualified candidates for:

e Senior Environmental Project
Managers/Planners

e Environmental Planners/Analysts
e Environmental Planning Managers
e Landscape Architects

¢ Land Planners

RBF provides a vibrant, family-oriented environment
and a team-based culture in which we are each other’s
greatest resource. RBF offers excellent compensation
and benefits packages, including 401(k), profit sharing
and bonus plans, relocation assistance and ownership
opportunity. We invite you to join our team, build your
career with us, and make a difference!

Please visit our website at www.rbf.com and send
your resume to:

Fax: (949) 855-7060

Email: hrmail@rbf.com

From The New York Times

How green is my alley

“Chicago is the alley capital of America.” Its alleys are “the paved equivalent
of five midsize airports.” The New York Times reports the city “has decided to
retrofit its alleys with environmentally sustainable road-building materials [in a]
most ambitious public street makeover plan ...”

“In a green alley, water is allowed to penetrate the soil through the pave-
ment, which consists of ... permeable concrete or porous asphalt [and]
recharges the underground water table instead of ending up as polluted runoff
in rivers and streams. .. The new pavements are designed to reflect
heat from the sun, helping the city stay cool on hot days. They also stay
warmer on cold days.” The alleys are made with recycled materials, and their
“lighting conserves energy and reduces glare.”

“The city says the cost of construction is offset by what it would have paid
for maintenance and sewer improvements for the old [alleys]... In the past
several years, Chicago also has built 90 miles of landscaped medians and
refurbished more than 100 miles of streetscapes.”

Susan Saulny, “In Miles of Alleys, Chicago Finds Its Next
Environmental Frontier,” The New York Times, November 26,
2007. Full article at
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/26/us/26chicago.html?em&
ex=1196226000&en=870df72e8b744c4c&ei=5087%0A

Save our planet, Save our ship

A ship launched in 1969 under the name Lindblad Explorer — the first ship
built specifically to ferry tourists to Antarctica — smashed into submerged
sea ice November 23rd and sank in 3,300 feet of water in Bransfield Strait,
Antarctica. The 154 passengers, expedition staff, and crew were saved after
drifting five hours in lifeboats in choppy seas. The New York Times reports
“The rescue may have been a success, [but] the consequences for the
Antarctic’s fragile environment of having a submerged ship estimated to be
holding 48,000 gallons of marine diesel fuel sitting off its coast are unclear.
The frontier nature of Antarctica ... also means ... there are no obvious
answers about who is responsible for dealing with any environmental
damage the Explorer may cause or how methods can be created to prevent
future sinkings.”

Ian Austen, “Sinking Reinforces Misgivings on Antarctic

Tourism,” The New York Times, November 26, 2007.

Full article at

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/26/world/americas/

26ship.html?ref=world

(continued on next page)
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LETTERS

Regarding “Leave no plan behind: updating the
General Plan Guidelines” (Northern News, November
2007, pages 8—-10). Planners don't decide general
plans, decision makers do, and we are inheriting the
countless planning decisions that met the current
law and thus created the massive land use and
transportation problems across the state. | suggest
an updated statute to establish the State’s interest
in having local governments plan compact, livable
communities. The law should be based on the values
in the smart growth and Ahwanhee principles, which
should be legislated to create consistency and some
certainty in planning and in the guidelines. Perhaps
the guidelines can be revised to springboard interest
in updating the state planning law to reflect the
guidelines.

Jim Lopes, AICP

San Luis Obispo County

Thank you for the coverage (City of Ontario General
Plan website format, Northern News, November
2007, pages 11-12). | look forward to being able to
send you a live link on the plan when it's complete.
Great newsletter by the way!

Brian Judd
The Planning Center, Costa Mesa

That was ONE HELLUVA Northern News edition
(November 2007)! | love the format and readability,
and the content was great — | read the whole
thing right away. | particularly liked Hartmut Gerdes’
piece — it made me pull out my copy of Smart
Growth in a Changing World and determine to read it
again ASAP. Your summary of the panel on General
Plan law and guidelines was also most interesting.
Gene Arner, AICP
Boise, Idaho

Good work on the newsletter. It looks crisp and sharp!

Thomas A. (“Thom”) McCue, AICP
LAFCO of Monterey County, Salinas

The Newsletter reads very well and looks great. Now |
only need to get accustomed to reading it on-screen.

Hartmut H. Gerdes, AICP
Square One Productions, San Francisco

From The New York Times (continued from previous page)

All the news that's fit to print

One of the more remarkable of the recent spate of internet multimedia slide
shows is Nicolai Ouroussoff’s tour and critique of the new New York Times
building in which he works — a tour de force by architect Renzo Piano.
Perhaps the building is more architecture than urban design, or more urban
design than planning, but the scale and sense of flow through the public
spaces — and the quality of the images — is extraordinary.

“As an employee, I'm enchanted with our new building on Eighth Avenue.
The grand old 18-story neo-Gothic structure on 43rd Street, home to
The New York Times for nearly a century, had its sentimental charms.
But it was a depressing place to work.”

Nicolai Ouroussoff, “Pride and Nostalgia Mix in The Times’s
New Home,” The New York Times, November 20, 2007.
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/20/arts/design/20time.html
Don’t miss the narrated slide show and interactive

panoramas: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2007/11/
20/arts/20071120_TIMES_GRAPHIC.html

Going green: Stopping unwanted mail

According to an article on GreenDimes in the Palo Alto Weekly,
November 28, 2007, 100 million trees and 28 billion gallons of
water are used to create junk mail each year.

Now there’s a way to opt out of receiving unwanted catalogs via US mail.
Catalog Choice, http://www.catalogchoice.org/, is a free service that lets
you register online with your name (or multiple names) and your primary
mailing address. Using the website’s search facilities, you find and decline
specific catalogs you’ve been getting but don’t want to receive. Catalog
Choice then contacts the catalog providers on your behalf, and requests
that your name be removed from their mailing lists.

Catalog Choice is a sponsored project of the Ecology Center (Berkeley)
hitp://www.ecologycenter.org/, and is endorsed by the National Wildlife
Federation and the Natural Resources Defense Council.

If you want to pay a small fee and have someone else take your name
off dozens of direct marketers’ mailing lists (including catalogs), a startup
company in Palo Alto called GreenDimes will do it for you for a basic fee
of $15. This gives you anti-junk mail service plus 10 trees planted in the
subscriber’s name. GreenDimes has helped fund environmental education
in Third World countries, as well as the United Nations Foundation’s
Nothing but Nets campaign, which supplies mosquito nets to fight
malaria. See http://www.greendimes.com
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National conference
comes west

The 2008 APA national
conference is coming west again,
this time fo Las Vegas. What
a wonderful opportunity for
Northern Section planners
and planning students to attend
a national conference! Though
most of us know Las Vegas as
the ultimate tourism destination,
the city faces the same planning
challenges as other western
US cities—transportation,
housing affordability, downtown
revitalization, sprawl,
densification, sustainability,
and scarce water and other
resources, to name just a few.

The conference promises
70-plus workshops,
great program sessions,
and fun events.

Remember April 27 — May 1

You won’t want to miss if,
so start planning now!

What others are saying

About housing and climate change
“Affordable housing is truly an environmental issue; when people can’t
afford to live close to their jobs, they end up driving long distances and
pumping more carbon dioxide into the air. If we're actually going to reduce
our emissions, we've got to reduce the amount we drive. To do that, we
need to build more homes near jobs, and make sure people can afford
those homes. Half of all development that will be around in 2030 hasn't
been built yet. There’s still time.”
Tom Steinbach and Mike Howe, “Technology alone won’t
tame climate change juggernaut,”
San Francisco Chronicle, October 21, 2007
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article/article?f=/c/a/2007/10/
21/INMQSQDSA.DTL

About our “water footprint”

“We will talk about our ‘water footprint” just as we now talk about our
carbon footprint. Any conversations about the one will in short order expand
to include the other. It isn’t just the matter of growing corn for ethanol,
which is already straining water supplies. The less water in our rivers, the
less hydro-power our dams produce. It is a perverse side effect of global
warming that we may have to emit large volumes of carbon dioxide to
obtain the clean water that is becoming scarcer because of the carbon
dioxide we've already put into the atmosphere.”

Joe Gertner, “The future is drying up,” The New York Times

Magazine, October 21, 2007.

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=
9COCEFDA103CF932A15753C1A9619C8B63

About trees and Katrina

Researchers led by Jeffrey Chambers, assistant professor of ecology and
evolutionary biology at Tulane University, estimate that 320 million large
trees were killed or severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina in August
2005. The loss of the trees, combined with carbon dioxide released from
decomposition of the dead wood, is resulting in a large carbon dioxide
release into the environment. The carbon that will be released as these
trees decompose is enough to cancel out an entire year's worth of net gain
(new tree biomass) by all U.S. forests.

Arthur Nead, NewWave,

Tulane University, November 16, 2007.

http://tulane.edu/news/newwave/111607_warming.cfm

Also— http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/318/
5853/1107 m
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Northern Section’s

Holiday Party

E&O Trading Company, San Francisco, November 1, 2007

All Photos by Rebekah Ross, City of San José
(All listings are Left to Right)

Daniel Marks, AICP, City of Berkeley; Riad Elbdour, City of Fremont; and
Jillian Rich and Amanda Bensel, Vivian Kahn, FAICP, Dyett & Bhatia; Board Member Taryn Hanano,
UC Berkeley. and Patricia Curtin, Morgan Miller Blair. San José State University.

Immediate Past Director Hing Wong, Board Member Alexandra Kostalas, ENTRIX;
AICP. ABAG: and Director Mika Miyasato, AICP, HNTB; and Newsletter Editor Naphtali Knox, FAICP;
Juan Borrelli, AICP, City of San José. Director Elect Darcy Kremin, AICP, ENTRIX. and Alia Anderson, UC Berkeley.

Morgan Galli, San José State University; Board Board Member Pierce Macdonald,
Brian Mulry, Gagen McCoy; and Member Michael Olin, WRT; and Steve Adams, ~ City of Belvedere; and Immediate Past
Bryan Wenter, AICP, Morgan Miller Blair.  San José State. Director Hing Wong, AICP, ABAG.

Northern News L3 Dec 2007/Jan 2008



NORTHERN SECTION CALENDAR

JANUARY JANUARY
Mon Tue Wed Thu ' 1/7 2008 NSCCAPA Awards Applications Available
1 9 3 Go to: www.norcalapa.org. Applications due in March

7 8 o 10 (date to be determined).

14 15 16 17 1/19  AICP Test Preparation

21 22 23 24 First session, 10 AM — 3 PM, San José State University

28 20 30 3] King Library, Room 525 - Cultural Heritage Center. Library
is at 4th and San Fernando. Course is free. Materials charge
is $50 — 75. Each meeting has expert guest speakers covering
the six domains of the national test. Candidates and those
interested should call or email Don Bradley, AICP Director,
at 650-592-0915 or dr.donbradley@comcast.net with your

name, email, phones and any questions. Other sessions are

on February 9, March 1, March 22, April 12 and May 3.

1/24  Housing Element Q&A and Affordable Housing
Preservation Briefing
11 AM - 3:30 PM, Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
1700 EI Camino Real, Suite 100, San Mateo. Sponsored by
San Mateo County Department of Housing and San Mateo
County Planners Association. Barbara Kautz of Goldfarb &
Lipman (and former Community Development Director of
the City of San Mateo) will lead a morning session on
Housing Element Update Requirements. Elyse Perry and
Matt Schwartz of California Housing Partnership
Corporation will lead an afternoon briefing session on afford-
able housing preservation, which is a mandatory component
of the Housing Element. Please register by January 15.
Qualifies for one AICP Certification Maintenance credit.
For more information or to request a registration form,
contact Dorcas Cheng-Tozun at 650.802.5040 or

dtozun@smchousing.org

1/25  Spring Speaker Series, SJSU Urban Planning Coalition
Noon to 1 PM, San José State University, Clark Hall,
Fishbowl Room 100H. Speaker and topic TBA. This is the
first program in a monthly series of speakers on “Perspectives
in Planning.” Other sessions are on February 22, March 21
and April 25. For more information or to express an interest
in speaking, contact Taryn Hanano,
taryn.hanano@gmail.com

1/26 NSCCAPA Board Retreat
10 AM - 3 PM. City of Santa Clara Central Park Library,
2635 Homestead Road, Santa Clara.

(continued on next page)
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NORTHERN SECTION CALENDAR

(continued from previous page)
S

FEBRUARY
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

4 5 6 7
112 13 14
18 19 20 2]
25 26 27 28

2/1

2/9
2/13

2/22

FEBRUARY

Comments due on new Municipal Regional Permit
Tentative Order

See article on page 13. Written comments must be
submitted to the San Francisco Bay Regional Water
Quality Board by 5:00 PM. Comments may be submitted
electronically to mrp@waterboards.ca.gov

AICP Test Preparation

Public hearing on new Municipal Regional Permit
Tentative Order

9:00 AM (approximate start time), Elihu M. Harris State
Building, First Floor Auditorium, 1515 Clay Street,
Oakland.

Spring Speaker Series, SJSU Urban Planning
Coalition

MARCH
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

3 4 5 6
10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
31

MARCH
3/1
3/6

3/5-7

3/21

3/22
3/25-28

AICP Test Preparation

NSCCAPA Board Meeting
6:30 — 8:30 PM. Location to be determined.

Third National Summit on Equitable Development,
Social Justice, & Smart Growth

New Orleans, Louisiana. Hosted by PolicyLink, Regional
Equity '08 will offer participants a venue for in-depth
exploration of the groundbreaking achievements,
innovative strategies, and lasting policies that connect
low-income/low-wealth communities to resources and
opportunity. Take advantage of early-bird registration at
www.regionalequity08.org, or email dsm@policylink.org
for more information.

Spring Speaker Series, SJSU Urban Planning
Coalition

AICP Test Preparation

Changing Climates, 2008 NAEP/AEP Joint
Conference

Omni Hotel, 675 L Street, San Diego. Registration now
available on-line at www.naep.org
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